INTROIT - Father, we love you – Chancel choir
invitation to Worship  20200928_084011.mp4

Welcome to this service of worship, the theme is “Respect for the Rules”.
We are in the month of October which, within the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas, is observed as Ministries month. This service includes the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
Today, the First Lord’s day in October is being observed by Christian Churches around the world as Worldwide Communion Sunday. We are acknowledging the benefits derived from the sacrifice of Jesus Christ who gave his body and blood on the Cross for our sakes. Let us worship God in the words of Psalm 150, arranged in musical idioms by the late Jamaican professor, Dr. Noel Dexter.
HYMN #24 VIP – O Praise Ye The Lord 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hv75vh9VMto
(Desmond Moulton and the University of Southern Mississippi Chamber Choir)
   O PRAISE ye the Lord, O praise ye the Lord!

    Praise God in His sanctuary:

   O praise ye the Lord! (rep.chorus)

1 In the firmament of his power, PRAISE HIM!

   For his mighty acts let us PRAISE HIM!

   For his excellent greatness, PRAISE HIM!

   O praise ye the Lord.

2 With the sound of the trumpet  PRAISE HIM!

   With the psaltery and harp O PRAISE HIM!

   With the dance and the timbrel PRAISE HIM!

   O praise ye the Lord.

3 With stringed instruments let us PRAISE HIM!

   And with organs, O let us PRAISE HIM!

   With the high and loud cymbals PRAISE HIM!

   O praise ye the Lord.
4 Let every thing that hath breath,

   Let every thing that hath breath

   Praise the Lord!
Prayer for Purity
20200928_084011.mp4


Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your Holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!

Prayer of Confession
20200928_084011.mp4

 Let us confess our sins to God. Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we have sinned against You and against each other, in thought and word and deed, in the evil we have done and in the good we have not done, through ignorance, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve You in newness of life, to the glory of Your Name. Amen.    

Assurance of Pardon  
20200928_084011.mp4

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Hear then the words of grace “Your sins are forgiven”. 

Amen! Thanks be to God.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) Caribbean Praise CD Track #6
WORD TO THE CHILDREN – “Respect for Road Rules”
20200925_065947.mp4

HYMN #278a – When We Walk With The Lord (verses 1 & 5)
Youtube.com/watch?v=nEF25fmhn-c:   God’s Kids Worship – Trust and Obey arranged by Bob Singleton
1  WHEN we walk with the Lord

   In the light of his word,

   What a glory he sheds on our way!

   While we do his good will,

   He abides with us still,

   And with all who will trust and obey:

   Trust and obey, for there's no other way

   To be happy in Jesus,

   But to trust and obey.

5 Then in fellowship sweet

   We will sit at his feet,

   Or we'll walk by his side in the way;

   What he says we will do,

   Where he sends we will go—

   Never fear, only trust and obey:

John H. Sammis (1846-1919)

NOTICES including Birthdays and Anniversaries

The Ministry of the Word
20200928_084011.mp4

THE COLLECT




             
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Old Testament Reading
Exodus 20: 1 – 4, 7-9, 12 – 20, read by Minister In Training, Bro. Jerand Phills
20200927_100343.mp4

Then God spoke all these words: 2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me.4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8 Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labour and do all your work. 12 Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

13 You shall not murder. 
14 You shall not commit adultery.

15 You shall not steal.

16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid[ and trembled and stood at a distance, 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 
        
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Responsive Reading - Psalm 19, led by Bro. Roger Williams
20200927_100904.mp4
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God;  and the firmament* proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech,  and night to night declares knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
4 yet their voice* goes out through all the earth,  and their words to the end of the world.   
                              In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them;
   and nothing is hidden from its heat. 


        
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;
8 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear,
   enlightening the eyes;
9 the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.

            
11 Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
12 But who can detect their errors?  Clear me from hidden faults.
13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent;*  do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.


      
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.                 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end. Amen.
The Gospel   Matthew 21: 33 – 46, read by Rev’d Dr Novelle Josiah
      (Glory to You, O God)
20200927_101313.mp4
33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected   has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
This is the Gospel of Christ. 
 Praise be to Christ, our Lord.

SERMON – “Playing By God’s Rules”  (Rev. Dr George Mulrain)
20200930_072913.mp4 {PART I}  20200930_074208.mp4 (PART II)
PRAYER led by Sis. Z. Elaine Mulrain 
20200930_095520.mp4

Almighty God, you have entrusted to your Church a share in the ministry of your Son our great high priest: inspire by your Holy Spirit the hearts of many to offer themselves for the ministry of your Church, that strengthened by his power, they may work for the increase of your kingdom and set forward the eternal praise of your name; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen
Gracious God, we ask Your guidance upon the leadership of the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas, including our Connexional President, Bishop the Rev’d Everald Galbraith, our District President, Bishop the Rev’d Christine Gooden-Benguche and the Presiding Bishops of the other seven District Conferences, that they may effectively lead the Circuits over which they exercise episcopal authority. Amen.
Empowering God grant to ordained ministers of the church universal - presbyters and deacons, itinerant and local, the knowledge that will enable them to pastorally lead, with the various challenges encountered in their work. Help us though to recognize that Ministry exercised by the ordained is but one aspect. Affirm the ministry being carried out by health professionals in the battle against the corona virus, the security forces as they combat crime, commissioned lay workers, lay pastors, lay evangelists, those who serve among children and youth in educational institutions and less formal settings, minister to the unemployed, the bereaved, the marginalized of society, the elderly. May they utilize their skills to bring honour and glory to Your Name. Amen.
HYMN #419 VIP “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bkt-qoeACJM
1 ALLELUIA! sing to Jesus!

   His the sceptre, his the throne.

   Alleluia! his the triumph,

   His the victory alone.

   Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion

   Thunder like a mighty flood.

   Jesus, out of every nation,

   Has redeemed us by his blood.

2 Alleluia! not as orphans

   Are we left in sorrow now;

   Alleluia! he is near us,

   Faith believes, nor questions how;

   Though the cloud from sight received him

   when the forty days were o'er

   Shall our hearts forget his promise,

   "I am with you evermore"?

3 Alleluia! Bread of angels,

   You on earth our food, our stay;

   Alleluia! here the sinful

   flee to you from day to day;

    Intercessor, friend of sinners,

    Earth's Redeemer, plead for me,

    Where the songs of all the sinless

    Sweep across the crystal sea.

4 Alleluia! King eternal,

   You the Lord of lords we own;

   Alleluia! born of Mary,

   Earth your footstool, heaven your throne;

   You within the veil have entered,

   Robed in flesh, our great High Priest;

   You on earth both priest and victim

   In the Eucharistic feast.
THE MINISTRY OF THE SACRAMENT 
20200928_084011.mp4

PRAYER FOR WORLDWIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY - O God we join with our sisters and brothers around the world in remembering Christ’s sacrifice for us. For the opportunity to eat and drink together and for the life we have received, we give thanks and praise. Transform our daily bread into the bread of life and the cup that we drink into the cup of salvation. Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
The Lord Jesus, on the night in which he was betrayed took bread into his holy hands and looking up to heaven, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take this and eat it. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink from it, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PRAYER AT THE TABLE (first in Silence, then with a family member lifting hands with palms down stretched over the table, all pray together):

Gracious God, we thank You that we have this bread to offer. May it be for us the body of Jesus Christ! Amen.
Gracious God, we thank You that we have this drink to offer. May it be for us the blood of Jesus Christ! Amen.
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS: 
Lord, we come to your table, trusting in your mercy and not in any goodness of our own. We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your table, but it is your nature always to have mercy, and on that we depend. So, feed us with the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, your Son, that we may for ever live in him and he in us.   Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD & THE CUP

POST COMMUNION PRAYER …… we thank you, Lord, that you have fed us in this Sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all mankind. Amen.
Hymn # 340 VIP We Are Marching In The Light Of God
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yn16ABWn20c
1 WE are marching in the light of God, (4 times)
   We are marching, (3 times) 
   Oh! We are marching in the light of God!

2 We are living in the love of God (4 times)
   We are living (3 times)
   Oh! We are living in the love of God!
3 We are moving in the power of God (4 times) 
   We are moving (3 times)
   Oh! We are moving in the power of God!
The Benediction

20200928_084011.mp4

Go forth into the world in peace.
Be of good courage.
Hold fast that which is good.
Render to no one evil for evil.
Strengthen the fainthearted.
Support the weak.
Help the afflicted.
Show love to everyone.
Love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
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